Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Message Text 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
PAGE 01 DACCA 01091 120936 Z 
11 

ACTION NEA-12 

INFO OCT-01 ADP-00 IO-13 T-03 OMB-01 CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-09 

H-02 INR-09 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC- 10 PA-03 RSC-01 PRS-01 

SS-14 USIA-12 EUR-25 RSR-01 /120 W 

027315 

R 120838 Z MAR 73 
FM AMEMBASSY DACCA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 9069 
INFO AMEMBASSY ISLAMABAD 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY NEW DELHI 
AMCONSUL CALCUTTA 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE DACCA 1091 
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SUBJECT: LAW AND ORDER SITUATION IN BANGLADESH 

1. WHITE A. L. LEADERS AND RANK AND RILE CONTINUE 
GARLAND AND CONGRATULATE SHEIKH MUJIB ON ELECTION 
VICTORY, GOVERNMENT HAS MOVED ON TWO FRONTS TO 
IMPROVE LAW AND ORDER SITUATION. FIRST ACT 
ANNOUNCED MARCH 12 WAS TO AMEND PRESIDENTIAL SCHEDULE 
OFFENSES ORDER TO COVER NEW LIST OF OFFENSES AND 
INCREASE PENALTIES, PARTICULARLY FOR CRIMES 
COMMITTED WHILE USING FIREARMS OR EXPLOSIVE MATERIAL. 
PRESIDENTIAL ORDER AS ORIGINALLY ISSUED SET UP 
SPECIAL TRIBUNALS TO TRY COLLABORATORS AND OTHER 
OFFENDERS OUTSIDE REGULAR LAW COURT SYSTEM. SCOPE 
OF ORDER GREATLY EXPANDED AND NOW INCLUDES SUCH 
OFFENSES AS ROBBERY, DACOITY, HIJACKING, KIDNAPPING, 
ADULERATION OF FOOD OR DRUGS AND OFFENSES AGAINST 
FOREIGN EXCHANGE REGULATIONS. MOREOVER, AMENDED ORDER 
GIVES INCREASED POWERS TO SUB- DIVISIONAL MAGISTRATES 
WHICH IN EFFECT ALLOWS THEM TO HOLD SUMMARY TRIALS. 
SECOND MOVE IS RENEWED DEMAND BY PRIMIN TO SURRENDER 
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ILLEGAL ARMS. MARCH 20 HAS BEEN SET AS FINAL DATE 
FOR SURRENDER. 

( COMMENT: SUCH AN APPEAL WAS MADE APPROXIMATELY A YEAR 
AGO AND CEREMONIAL SURRENDER OCCURRED IN DACCA CITY 
IN PRESENCE OF PRIMIN. AT THAT TIME IT WAS CLAIMED 
OBVIOUSLY ERRONEOUSLY THAT 80-90 PERCENT OF ALL ARMS HAD 
BEEN SURRENDERED. OBSERVERS THEN FELT THAT 50 PERCENT WAS 
THE HIGHEST FIGURE. SUBSEQUENT SERIES OF ARMED ROBBERIES THROUGH- 
OUT COUNTRY IN PAST YEAR INDICATES THAN MANY ARMS STILL FLOATING 
AROUND.) 

2. SUPPORTING GOVERNMENT MOVES ON POLITICAL FRONT AWAMI 
JUBO ( YOUTH) LEAGUE HELD MASS MEETING ON MARCH 9 TO 
ANNOUNCE BEGINNING OF PURIFICATION CAMPAIGN AIMED 

AT ALL MANNER OF MISCREANTS BUT WITH PARTICULAR 
REFERENCE TO CORRUPT AND/ OR PAKISTANI ORIENTED 
( WHO ACCORDING TO MONI STILL LURK IN ADMINISTRATION) 

OFFICIALS, BLACKMARKETEERS AND POSSESSORS OF ILLEGAL 
ARMS. MEETING PRESIDED OVER BY SHEIKH FAZLUL HUQ 
MONI ( PRIMIN' S NEPHEW) AND WAS ALSO ADDRESSED BY 
OTHER AWAMI LEAGUE STALWARTS SUCH AS TOFAEL AHMED 
( POLITICAL SECRETARY TO PRIMIN), ABDUR RAZZAQ 
( CHIEF A. L. VOLUNTEERS) AND NUR- E- ALAM SIDDIQUI, 

NEWLY ELECTED MNA. ACCORDING TO MONI CAMPAIGN WILL 
BE LAUNCHED MARCH 21, THE DAY AFTER DEADLINE FOR 
SURRENDER OF ARMS. 

3. COMMENT: GOVERNMENT APPARENTLY CONCERNED BY 
CONTINUING WAVE OF ARMED CRIMES AND DETERMINED TO 
CURB SITUATION. POSSIBLE ALSJSTHAT 
GOVERNMENT FEARFUL OF POST- ELECTION VIOLENCE AS 
ATTEMPTS MADE TO SETTLE SCORES OF DISGRUNTLED 
CANDIDATES CLAIMING UNFAIR ELECTION TACTICS BY 
AWAMI LEAGUE. JUBO LEAGUE CAMPAIGN OBVIOUSLY 
DESIGNED SUPPPORT OFFICIAL ACTIONS ON POLITICAL 
FRONT. EXTENT TO WHICH CAMPAIGN WILL BE CARRIED 
OUT REMAINS TO BE SEEN. HOWEVER, NEW ATTACKS ON 
ALREADY WEAK BUREAUCRACY LIKELY TO FURTHER REDUCE 
EFFICIENCY OF GOVERNMENT. 

NEWBERRY 
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